




waste disposal is enormous. Perpetually 
harangued by householders over 
the inconvenience – and potential 
health issues – of fortnightly general 
refuse collections and hectored by 
Government over mounting EU waste 
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becoming a political football. 

Yet H&W appears to have taken a 
brave lead on the issue of food waste. 
Back in 2005, it launched Sink Your 
Waste a pioneering experiment in 
domestic FWD use as part of a far 
broader campaign to offer households 
more of a choice in how their food 
waste is disposed of.

Aided by a cash incentive to 
householders and developers, take-up 
of FWDs has already exceeded 
1 600 units in the area. Many of the 
householders who have chosen to have 
units installed have been those for 
whom composting – another method 
encouraged by H&W – is not practical.

Earlier this year, and partly on the 
back of the experiment, the water 
and environmental consultancy WRC 
announced the launch of a three-year 
collaborative research programme 
into the impact of using sewers for 
widespread food waste disposal. Its 
stakeholder partners in the research, 
which seeks to widen the debate over 
FWDs, include the water companies, 
H&W itself plus other interested local 
authorities, Defra and both householder 
and commercial users. In the country as 
a whole though, the picture is mixed. 

While Kensington, Swindon and North 

West Leicestershire have been positive 
in their approach to FWDs, and a 
small number of local authorities have 
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new build programmes – particularly in 
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are prepared to take a lead.

When it comes to the water companies 
themselves – many of whom take the 
view that FWDs merely represent an 
extra cost with no extra advantages – the 
hostility to imposing an extra burden 
on the UK’s outdated water and sewage 
systems is unmistakable. But is the case 
against water-based waste disposal 
actually proven?

When Thames Water recently opposed 
the installation of FWDs in 30 000 
new homes in Swindon, it based its 
opposition on the increased water use, 
even though the Chartered Institution of 
Water and Environmental Management 
concluded in 2004 that “…the change in 
water usage associated with operations 
of FWD has been measured to be trivial 
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If the water companies fear that food 
waste down the sink merely adds to 
the cost of sewage and runs the risk of 
clogging up sewers that can’t always 
cope with heavy rainwater, let alone 
chicken bones, the consumer viewpoint 
is rather more complex. Although, in 
recent years, manufacturers say they 
have considerably reduced the noise 
associated with FWDs, as well as 
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fears over extra decibels in the already 
appliance-packed modern kitchen, 

routinely blocked sinks and even bent 
spoons may still be widespread.

According to Jeremy Howell-Thomas, 
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waste management services department 
though, when faced with rotting and 
smelly food in their bin and no prospect 
of a collection for another 13 days, most 
householders are pragmatic.

“Initial resistance to the idea is 
soon overcome when you explain 
the process and the positive impact 
on their carbon footprint…people 
see food waste disposers as a way 
to mitigate the effects of an alternate 
weekly collection – not having to have a 
decaying chicken carcase in their bin for 
two weeks. ”And there is another factor 
here too. If US consumers were once 
more convenience-oriented than their 
UK cousins, then in recent times, we 
have surely caught up. The 30 percent 
penetration of dishwashers in UK 
kitchens together with the relentless rise 
of the ready-prepared meal suggests that 
we too are cash-rich and time-poor and, 
like the Americans, have an automatic 
buy-in to labour-saving devices.

InSinkErator believes that EU 
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such sanctions may change behaviour. 
As Joe Ferrara, who says that lobbying is 
now a big part of his job, puts it: “Fines 
to Brussels will have to be paid unless 
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challenging targets of diverting organic 
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threat from Europe may not be enough 
to clinch the debate over waste disposals 
to the satisfaction of all stakeholders.

For the present, the economic and 
environmental case for FWDs is not 
proven and, until the “helicopter view” 
is taken by UK plc the entire debate 
over food waste remains in danger 
of being obscured by sharp factional 
interests. CIWM
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Research suggests that local authorities could make signi� cant cost savings by promoting 
the use of food waste digesters
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CEMENT STABILISATION FOR

GREEN WASTE PADS
Cement Stabilisationcombines crushed recycled
stone with cement and water, producing a hard,
durable sealed surface.
MP & KM GOLDING operate the industry’s
leading equipment. Ideal for waste pads, roads,
car parks, lorry parks and timber yards.

OR VISIT US ONLINE www.roadreclamation.co.uk
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